CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
time after the expedition. It was only from the reign of Clotair II
(584-629/630) that the name of the king replaced the name of
the Emperor in the mints of Marseille, Viviers, Valence, Aries and
Uzes. The formula Victoria Augustorum was replaced by Victoria
Chlotarii.1
In Gaul, under Justin II (565-578), the mints, at first in Provence,
adopted the weight of 21 siliquae instead of 24 for the gold solidus.
These were perhaps the solidi Gallicani of which Gregory the
Great seems to say, in a letter, that they were not current in Italy.2
The gold coins of the Barbarians were especially abundant
among the Franks and the Visigoths. The Vandals had no gold
coins; the Ostrogoths had hardly any but those of Theodoric.
This is doubtless explained by the fact that Roman gold must have
been widely diffused among them; for in the case of the Vandals,
at all events, we know that their country was very wealthy.
The minting of money naturally retained its royal character,
but the organization of the mints was, so to speak, decentralized.
The Visigoth kings established mints in various different cities.3
Among the Franks, there was a mint in the palace and others in
various cities. But coins were also struck by the churches, and by
an enormous number of monetarii. No doubt this diversity in the
coinage resulted from the method of collecting the impost.
"It was convenient to authorize the collector of a particular tax,
the farmer of a salt-pan, the steward of a royal domain, the
treasurer of a monastery, etc., to receive in payment, at need,
prestations in kind, foreign or ancient coins, or metals by weight,
and to render the amount of his receipts or the revenues of his
1 prou, op. dt.> p. xxxix.	3 Ibid., p. bdv.
8 engel and serrure, op. dt.t vol. I, p, 50. There were four mints in Gaul
during the Roman period: Treves, Aries, Lyons and Narbonne, upro.
Catalogue de$ monnaies mdrovtngiennes, p. Ixv. f. lot, Un grand domaine a
I'dpoque franque. Ardin en Poitou, Cinquantenaire de l'£cole pratiques de Hautes
£tude$, bibl. de l'^cole dbs hautes etudes, fasc. 230, Paris, 1921, p. 127,
says that the gold solidi derived from the tax^vere converted on the spot into
ingots by the moneyers. This practice was already followed in the Roqjan
epoch. See Codex Theodosianus, XII, 6,13, law of 367.
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